
Third Sunday Ordinary Time Year A. Change is constant.  

Today's first reading reenacts the story of Christmas. The reason for the messiah coming into the 

world; was to change the narrative of what is used to be. Heraclitus one of the ancient Greek 

philosophers, said one thing that remains constant in life is "changed.” The reason why Jesus came 

was to change our story, our narrative from being children of darkness to children of light. Isaiah 

reiterates this fact in the first reading when he said the people who walked in darkness have seen 

a great light; the land of Zebulun and Naphtali which uses to be the lowliness of all the lands will 

be exalted and glorified.  

In today's gospel, Jesus fulfilled what the prophet Isaiah said in our first reading. John the Baptist 

prepared the way for him, he came and brought to the people what they might see as a new teaching 

when he challenged them to repent of their sins, to be baptized and receive Jesus as their Lord. 

The people were indignant at his teaching, because he was changing their traditional way of doing 

things, so they arrested him and imprisoned him for teaching what is truth. His arrest marked the 

end of his ministry, and Jesus took over from there: he went to Galilee of the Gentiles to preach: 

"Repent the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The Gentiles do believe in him, and their story was 

changed. The Gentiles where originally Pagans who do not believe in Messiah from the onset, but 

their land which was seen as nothing, became great. From there he chose many different people 

with different backgrounds and professions to be his disciples. Jesus again changed the narrative 

by calling pagans to participate and share in the kingdom of God; everything is possible with God.  

Calling people from different backgrounds to have one purpose and objectives was one of the 

things Jesus achieved in his ministry on earth, he broke every barrier that separated us from one 

another.  He wants us to become one just as Evangelist John said, I pray so that all of them may 

be one, just as you and I are one! 17:21. St.  Paul buttressed this point in our second reading when 

he said: "I urged you brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in mind 

and the same purpose.”  

We are called to change the narrative from hating to loving, from pride to humility, from laziness 

to activeness, and from selfishness to charity. Our love must cut across every nation, then like the 

psalmist, all of us will sing: The Lord is my light and my salvation. This week the church asked 

us to continue to pray for the unity of Christian. That can only be possible, if we are united in our 

different churches. Let there be no rivalries among us, Christ should be at the center of all; granted 

that, we are influenced or modeled by different personalities, but remember it was Christ who died 

on the cross for our sins. Let us be united, love and work together for the growth of the kingdom 

here on earth.  

Peace,  
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